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Legal System Involvement: A Barrier to Harm Reduction

Of 100 released 3% will face overdose 11% of these will result

individuals risk upon release in fatal events

Barriers Examples
Individual s Workforce size
% Staff knowledge of harm reduction

0‘0

Programmatic % Restriction of MAT availability to special populations

Zero-tolerance policies

K/
0‘0

Attitudinal ¢ Staff and administrator stigma
¢ Preference for full abstinence-only
Service +«* No connection between institutional- and community-based treatment

To address overdose risk among members of the legal-system-involved population,
research highlights the importance of developing overdose education and naloxone
distribution programs in correctional facilities, providing medically assisted
treatment, developing overdose risk screening tools, and interagency collaboration.

ices?
Who Uses Services® System-involved people are

Victor and colleagues (2024) collected l Iefgdlljiéﬁg’ntgtfastig&m
data from people who have an opioid use
disorder. They asked participants to

describe whether they use harm reduction

strategies to avoid overdoses and how Older individuals, White I
persons, and women are more
they use them. likely to use harm reduction
strategies
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