
R  E  S  E  A  R C H Q U E S T I O N S :

1 ) Do needs and destabilizers cluster together? 

2) Are these needs and destabilizers related to risk? 

3) Does this relationship predict recidivism?

Findings:
Four classes of offenders based  

on risk/need/destabilizer  

groupings. Recidivism is the  

highest for those with high  

needs/destabilizers regardless of  

risk category.

Methods:

Independent Variables: Central Eight 

Needs and Destabilizers

Dependent Variables: Recidivism

Analysis: Latent Class Analysis-Examines  

statistical relationships between the  

occurrence of certain characteristics of  

people to group them

M  A  J O R T A K E - A W A Y S :

✓ Agencies should consider the complexity of needs in addition to risklevel.

✓ Probationers with low risk, but high need, are at increased risk of recidivism.

✓ Differential interventions will help target the responses to probationers’ complex lives.

S A M P L E :

17,252
probationers

G r o c e r y

L i s t
C l a s s C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

N e w A r r e st

i n 1 y e a r

1: MN-HD

28%

Moderate Risk/Moderate Need/High  

Destabilizers
22%

2: LN-LD

36%

Low Risk/Low Need/Low  

Destabilizers
15%

3: HN-HD

13%

High Risk/High Need/High  

Destabilizers
30%

4: HN-MD

23%

High Risk/High Need/Moderate  

Destabilizers
27%
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