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Episode Overview

In this episode, I talk about prescribers’, providers’,
and pharmacists’ roles, responsibilities, and reactions
to overdose. I start by reviewing some of the opioid
prescription guidelines that have been implemented. I
also review the literature on prescribing patterns and
attitudes towards Naloxone. I end by discussing the
literature about providers’ emotional reactions to a
patient’s overdose.

« In 2019, prescription opioids caused roughly 15,000 deaths, while
fentanyl caused roughly 40,000.

- Pharmacists recognize Naloxone counseling to prevent overdose
deaths as a vital part of their profession.

TAKEAWAYS

« The blame for overdose has shifted beyond the prescriber.
« Barriers prevent widespread Naloxone counseling and dispensing.

« Providers experience emotional fallout after patient overdose.
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