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GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY Justice Community Overdose Innovation Network

“Prison and Jail Staff”

Episode Overview

In this episode, I talk about prison and jail staffs’ roles,
g eqe e . PRISON
responsibilities, and reactions to overdose. From 2001 to U T DO n

2018, overdose deaths in state prisons rose by more than 9%&
600% and overdose deaths in county jails increased by o d
more than 200%. I talk about the various harm- | [ H 1 Il
reduction strategies that have been implemented in

prisons and jails, including how staff feel about these

strategies. I also discuss the emotional toll overdose
deaths take on staff.

« 15% of Canadian correctional staff reported encountering
fentanyl or carfentanil at least once a month, and 7%
responded to an overdose monthly.

- Naloxone vending machines have been implemented in some
Michigan jails, which has led to a 63.5% increase in naloxone
distribution.

TAKEAWAYS

. Harm-reduction strategies like naloxone distribution, overdose prevention
sites, and needle exchange programs save lives, but often face resistance from
staff.

. Staff attitudes towards harm reduction can shift with increased education
and training. Understanding how these tools can improve safety, for both
incarcerated individuals and staff, is key to acceptance and implementation.
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